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used by the Buddhistic scriptures, the Tripitakas. So
far as we have gone through them there is no mention
of the Rashis in any of them. The same time-honoured
Nakshatras are used for calculating time, and the conclu-
sion forces itself upon our mind thstt the Rashis were not
in vogue in India in the days of Asfaoka or at the latest
in the first council of Buddhism where these Tripitakas
were formulated. It seems therefore certain that the
Rashis were borrowed by us about 200 B.C. from the
Greeks who had invaded India long ago and whose
connection was already threatening to be permanent.
As the present Mahabharata mentions the Yavanas
admiringly, but does not anywhere mention the Rashis,
one is justified in holding that it was recast into its
present shape some time between 300 and 200 B.C.
We cannot leave this subject without discussing one
more reference in the Mahabharata of an astronomical
character.     In the  Saraswati  Akhyana   in the  Gada
Parva a Vriddha or old Garga is mentioned, who, having
purified his soul by austerities on the banks of the
Saraswati,  obtained  knowledge  of time and  also its
march of the cross motions of planets and of good and evil
omens.   Now an astronomer by name Garga Parashara
is spoken of by Panini whose date is generally fixed at
about 500 B.C.   But since this Garga is called Vriddha
or old, it might be supposed that a younger Garga had
come into fame at the time when the Mahabharata \vas
recast.    The date of this Garga some fix at 145 B.C.
from a reference in this \vork to the investment of Saketa
by the Greeks under Menander.    If this is so, then the
recasting of the Mahabharata would appear to have